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Architecture for everyone!

Architecture for everyone!

Architecture is a part of our everyday life,
and Open House Praha invites you
to explore it in an unconventional way.
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About us

Open House Praha, z. ú. is a non-profit organization
founded in 2014, just one year before the first Open
House Prague Festival. Since then, the festival has
become one of the most important cultural events in
Prague.

•

Our purpose:
• We increase citizens’ active interest in their place
of residence.
• We support the perception of architecture and the
public space and their influence on the quality of
life.
• We make local communities active.
• We arouse public interest in volunteering.

Aside from the festival, we also organize all kinds of
activities throughout the year (for our volunteers, our
partners, club of our supporters, the public), including
educational programs for children, young adults, or
people with disabilities.

•
•

We educate children and the public about
architecture, urbanism, and the public space.
We build on a simple concept of experiencing
architecture directly.
We prepare the festival for all groups of citizens.

In December 2019, we were visited by Victoria
Thornton, and an interview with her was included in
our festival guide.

“The festival opens people’s eyes and minds, and it
opens doors that help citizens start to perceive their
surroundings in terms of design and architecture.
My goal was to create a festival that would be for
everyone and accessible for free because the city
belongs to all of us and we should get involved in it
and become a part of it.”
Victoria Thornton,
founder of Open House London
Left to right: Andrea Šenkyříková, Victoria Thornton, Michaela
Pánková | Photo by Tomáš Princ
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About Open House Prague

We fulfill our purpose and goals by organizing the Open
House Prague Festival as well as other activities throughout
the year. We make it possible for the public to enter
buildings and spaces that are architecturally important and
not usually accessible. Entry to the buildings is free.

buildings with local communities, it engages hundreds of
volunteers across different generations and professions,
and it provides the public with an irreplaceable and
direct experience with the architecture of buildings that
cannot usually be entered.

The Open House Prague Festival is a cultural event
that serves as a possible tool for social change that
further leads to strengthening the sense of community
belonging, making visible those city areas that are
often ignored, engaging all groups of citizens, and
starting a discussion on the quality of architecture and
the public space. The festival connects the public with
specialists, it connects owners and people from the

The patroness of the Prague festival is Eva Jiřičná,
an architect of Czech origin who lives in London. She
was involved in the beginnings of Open House London
and was its part for 20 years as a member of the
administrative board as well as a volunteer in buildings.
She creates an imaginary bridge between Prague
and the founding city. Open House Prague is a proud
member of the Open House Worldwide network.

Organizing team (left to right): Michaela Pánková, Klára Veselá, Renáta Hajnová, Andrea Šenkyříková, Dagmar Strnadová, Tereza Kaucká,
Martina Dvořáková
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About the Open House Worldwide
network
The concept of Open House was founded in London in
1992 by Victoria Thornton, who holds the Order of the
British Empire. Since then, the festival has expanded
to 47 cities on five continents that are all part of the
Open House Worldwide network. Our membership in
the network enables us to share our experience with
other member cities, and this helps us further develop
and improve the festival, and it also helps us promote
Prague all over the world as an open, cultural city.
Open House was originally a community project that
was supposed to strengthen the dialogue between
the public and architects, the city, and the city’s public
space.
Every year, the festival in London attracts up to 350,000
people and opens more than 800 buildings.
Due to the covid-19 pandemic, many public cultural
events including the Open House festivals had to be
canceled. As a reaction to the spring wave of the
pandemic, the organizers of the festivals in the Open
House Worldwide network held online meetings where
we could share our experiences and strategies with
each other. These meetings resulted in the idea of the
very first Open House Worldwide Festival. The festival
took place on the weekend of November 14—15,
2020, and it provided a 48-hour online event that was
livestreamed on openhouseworldwide.org.

#openhouseworldwide
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Athens (2013), Atlanta (2017), Barcelona (2010), Basel (2018),
Belfast (2015), Bilbao (2016), Brno (2018), Brisbane (2010),
Buenos Aires (2012), Cork (2014), Zürich (2016), Dublin (2005),
Gdańsk (2017), Gdynia (2012), Helsinky (2007), Chicago (2011),
Jerusalem (2007), Lagos (2016), Limerick (2012), Lisbon (2012),
London (1992), Los Angeles (2018), Macao (2018), Madrid (2015),
Melbourne (2008), Mexico City (2018), Milan (2015),
Monterrey (2014), Naples (2018), New York (2002),
Osaka (2019), Oslo (2007), Palma (2019), Perth (2012),
Porto (2015), Prague (2014), Rosario (2018), Rome (2011),
San Diego (2017), Santiago (2017), Seoul (2020), Slovenia (2010),
Thessaloniki (2012), Stockholm (2016), Tel Aviv (2007), Tallin (2019),
Turin (2017), Valencia (2019), Vienna (2012), Vilnius (2014)

About Open House Prague 2020

This year’s festival preparations were highly affected by
the spread of covid-19. After the declaration of the state
of emergency in March, we were carefully monitoring the
situation, but due to the protective measures adopted
by the Czech Government, we were left with no choice
but to cancel the original May date of the festival,
which, at that point, had been completely prepared. We
had planned to open 85 buildings and spaces on the
weekend and offer an interesting accompanying program.

We also had to cancel all planned events for the public,
for members of the Club of Architecture Lovers, and for
our volunteers. The last event for volunteers – a guided
tour of the Trmal Villa designed by Jan Kotěra – took
place on March 11. We adjusted our way of work, and our
regular meetings regarding festival preparations started
taking place online while we all stayed safe at home.
After arranging dates and discussing possibilities with the
festival’s flagship buildings, we announced a new date
of the festival – September 1–6, 2020 (accompanying
program, and information center from September 1,
dozens of buildings opened on the weekend of
September 5–6, 2020) – and we started preparing the
festival from scratch. With the festival taking place on
a different date, more than 20 buildings withdrew from
participation, and several volunteers who had already
signed up canceled their participation as well. This was
mostly due to reasons related to the pandemic.
Experiencing architecture directly is the essence of the
Open House Prague Festival. That is why we set the new
date and provided the public with these experiences.
Opportunities for movement of citizens are one of the

main pillars of a healthy city, and the Open House Prague
Festival stands on these pillars as well. It offers people
to move around the city, to go on walks, and to perceive
architecture and its urbanistic and historical connections
through all senses. For this reason, we made efforts to
change the date, and instead of doing online streams
from the buildings, we wanted to make the standard tours
happen under increased safety and hygiene conditions.
The motto of the festival is Architecture of everyone,
that means, for all groups of citizens.
SAFETY MEASURES
Operation of the open buildings was adapted to the
measures imposed by the Government. We regularly
updated information for visitors on our website, and this
information was also available in all buildings during the
event. Tours took place in groups of limited size, and we
urged visitors to be considerate and to keep a safe distance.
Thanks to building owners, people from the buildings,
and our volunteers, we were able to offer direct and
unique experiences and to allow visitors to feel the
atmosphere of the buildings. Despite the increased
safety measures, we were pleasantly surprised and
pleased by the number of visitors. 35,650 visits were
recorded in the buildings, which, despite being half of the
visits from previous years, we consider to be a success.
Many visitors from all around the Czech Republic as well
as from abroad come to attend the festival every year.
Although the festival could not welcome most of them
this year, the number of visitors was still higher than what
we had expected.
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Patronage

The sixth Open House Prague Festival was held under the patronage of the following people:

Lubomír Zaorálek – Minister of Culture
Nick Archer – Ambassador of the United Kingdom to the Czech Republic
Zdeněk Hřib – mayor of Prague
Petr Hlaváček – deputy mayor of Prague
Hana Třeštíková – councilor for culture
Jan Chabr – councilor for property management
Ondřej Boháč – director of the Prague Institute of Planning and Development
Naděžda Goryczková – CEO of the National Heritage Institute
Petr Hejma – mayor of the Prague 1 Municipal District
Jana Černochová – mayor of the Prague 2 Municipal District
Jiří Ptáček – mayor of the Prague 3 Municipal District
Irena Michalcová – mayor of the Prague 4 Municipal District
Michal Hroza – deputy mayor of the Prague 4 Municipal District
Renáta Zajíčková – mayor of the Prague 5 Municipal District
Ondřej Kolář – mayor of the Prague 6 Municipal District
Jan Čižinský – mayor of the Prague 7 Municipal District
Ondřej Gros – mayor of the Prague 8 Municipal District
Jan Jarolím – mayor of the Prague 9 Municipal District
Renáta Chmelová – mayor of the Prague 10 Municipal District
Miloš Růžička – mayor of the Prague-Ďáblice Municipal District
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Buildings of Open House Prague 2020
66

BUILDINGS

35,650
VISITS

10

CITY DISTRICTS

Out of the original 85 buildings that had been ready
to participate in Open House Prague 2020 in May,
some buildings eventually chose not to take part in
the festival on the new date; some buildings had to
withdraw from the festival at the last minute, mainly
for reasons related to the coronavirus pandemic. In the
end, we were able to invite visitors into 66 buildings
and spaces. People could visit architecturally valuable
spaces of historic palaces and representative villas,
appreciate modern offices, industrial spaces, and
funerary architecture, enjoy unforgettable views on the
city from the rooftops of high-rise buildings, or explore
the ancient underground. What is more, the program
introduced reconstructed buildings as well as awardwinning new-build properties, designed not only with
regard to esthetics but also with regard to the quality
of the inner space. The festival offered something for
everybody, from fans of urban exploration to lovers of
technical or residential buildings.
The highest attendance was recorded in the newly
participating buildings, such as the cubist Kovařovic
Villa, Straka Academy, Congress Center Prague,
Sněmovní 7 and HubHub coworking centers, Nusle
Brewery, or the recently finished New Town Hall
of the Municipal District of Prague 7. Visitors were
also attracted to non-traditional premises such as
underground shelters, water towers, and industrial and
technical buildings. 300 volunteers were involved in

27

NEW BUILDINGS

32

CULTURAL MONUMENTS

organizing tours and providing commentary along with
building owners and administrators. They appealed to
the visitors to be considerate to each other and made
sure that the frequency of tours and group sizes were
not exceeded. We adjusted the program in accordance
with the current situation and tried to offer tours not only
of buildings but also of larger premises, such as Prague
Exhibition Grounds, Pragovka, Prague Marketplace,
Podkovářská, Libosad in Suchdol or Orionka Tram Depot.
The program also included tours that were guided by the
architects of certain realizations.
NEWLY PARTICIPATING BUILDINGS
ARA Palace – main office of HubHub coworking
center, Blue House, Braasi Factory, ČSOB Campus
– NHQ building, ČSOB Campus – SHQ building,
Fire Station Prague-Ďáblice, House on Sněmovní 7
– cultural and coworking center, Jatka78, Karlín
Barracks, Kovařovic Villa – main office of Lowe Prague
agency, Fidlovačka Theater, Na Zábradlí Theater,
New Krenovka, New Town Hall of the Municipal
District of Prague 7, NN IT Hub, Nusle Brewery,
Nusle Town Hall, Olšany Cemetery – tomb complex,
Orionka Tram Depot, Palace of Culture – Congress
Center Prague, Podkovářská Premises, Prachnerova
Residency, Prague Exhibition Grounds, Prague
Marketplace, Straka Academy – seat of the
Government of the Czech Republic, Trmal Villa,
Vyšehrad National Cultural Monument – main office.

We thank all owners and administrators for opening their buildings and spaces this year.
They have provided us all with an extraordinary experience.

11

LIST OF 2020 BUILDINGS IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER
ARA Palace – main office of HubHub
coworking center
Blue House
Braasi Factory
Center for Architecture and
Metropolitan Planning (CAMP)
Church of St. Anna – Prague
Crossroads

House of Agricultural Education

Podkovářská Premises

House on Sněmovní 7 – cultural and
coworking center

Prachnerova Residency

Institute of Philosophy, Institute of
Sociology, Institute of Art History
of the Academy of Sciences of the
Czech Republic

Prague Exhibition Grounds

Jatka78

City Mayor’s Residency

Karlín Barracks

ČSOB Campus – NHQ building

Kovařovic Villa – main office of Lowe
Prague agency

ČSOB Campus – SHQ building
Ďáblice Observatory
Department of Garden and Landscape
Architecture (FAFNR CULS) – Pavilion D
Desfours Palace
Disk Theater (part of the Academy of
Performing Arts – DAMU)
Ericsson Palace
Evangelic Cemetery in Strašnice
Faculty Elementary School in Ďáblice
Faculty of Architecture, Czech
Technical University in Prague – new
building
Faculty of Electrical Engineering, Czech
Technical University in Prague

Laichter House – seat of Paseka
Publishing House
Liechtenstein Palace
Little Villa – Museum of Czech
Literature
Masaryk Railway Station
Metro Palace
Metro Palace – Image Theater

Pragovka Art District
Prague Institute of Planning and
Development
Prague Marketplace
Protected health department KO 17
(cover) – Thomayer Hospital
Quadrio
Raiffeisen Loan Association Building –
headquarters
Štenc House – seat of Opero business
club
Stock Steam Mill (Classic 7 Business
Park) – offices of Etnetera
Straka Academy – seat of the
Government of the Czech Republic

Municipal House in Ďáblice

Strašnice Crematorium
Trade Fair Palace – National Gallery Prague

Na Zábradlí Theater

Trmal Villa,

New Krenovka

University of Chemistry and
Technology in Prague

New Town Hall of the Municipal District
of Prague 7

Vlna Community Center in Ďáblice

NN IT Hub

Vyšehrad Historic Steamship

Fidlovačka Theater

Nusle Brewery

Fire Station Prague-Ďáblice

Nusle Town Hall

Vyšehrad National Cultural Monument –
main office

Forum

Olšany Cemetery – tomb complex

Water Tower in Letná

General Pension Institute – Radost
House

Orionka Tram Depot

Wilson Station, Prague Main Railway
Station

House at the Two Golden Bears
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Palace of Culture – Congress Center
Prague

Zeitraum Student Housing

Festival navigation from September 1 to September 6
1

INFORMATION CENTER

1

CHAT ROOM ON THE WEBSITE

56,000

CLICK-THROUGHS FROM MAPY.CZ

Our information center was located in Radost House in
Žižkov and was open from September 1 to September 6.
Here visitors could get information about the program,
buy our printed festival guide, t-shirts, and some small
merchandise. On weekdays, the information center was
open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
on the weekend. We thank Martin Louda for providing
us with a place for our information center, and we also
thank Natálie Bílová for a pleasant collaboration.
Digital and printed versions of our festival guide
were available for purchase on our online shop, in
the information center (over the whole week), and
in the open buildings (over the weekend). The guide
is an indispensable assistant for route planning, and
it contained detailed information about all the open
buildings along with maps and topic-related articles.
The guide also provided information about the newly
participating buildings and the accompanying program,
and it included an informative section in English as well.

214,433

UNIQUE PAGEVIEWS OVER 6 DAYS

This year’s guide also featured an exclusive interview
with Victoria Thornton, founder of the Open House
Worldwide network. The interview was made
in December 2019 during Victoria’s short stay in
Prague. Having been born into a family of architects,
architecture has always been a part of her life,
although she herself studied art management. In 1992,
she founded the non-profit initiative Open House
London, which inspired the foundation of the Open
House network of festivals.
To make festival buildings easier to identify, they
were all marked with a festival poster and inﬂatable
balloons. Entry to the buildings was free of charge.
All information was available on our website
openhousepraha.cz, and we also posted updated
information on our Facebook profile, our Facebook
event, and our Instagram. The filtering function on our
website in section Festival made it easier for visitors
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to plan and navigate through the building typology,
opening days, and accessibility.
To share updated information from the buildings
during the weekend, there was a chat room on the
main page of our website, provided by our festival
partner EMPYREUM Information Technologies.
Our website was and is available both in Czech and English.
Just like in all previous years, the biggest shop and
rental service specializing in electric bikes, ekolo.cz,
lent us 5 electric bikes that we used during the festival
weekend. Thanks to these bikes, members of our team
of liaison volunteers were able to move faster from
one building to another and deal with anything that our
volunteers in the buildings needed. Thank you!
Since we regularly collaborate with Mapy.cz, all festival
buildings could be found
in online maps as well as
in the mobile app. After
creating an account on
Mapy.cz, visitors could
plan and save their
festival routes. The
number of times that
users clicked through
from the Open House
Prague points of interest
marked in the map was
56,000, almost twice
more than last year.
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Thanks to our partner Rekola, visitors could enjoy five
free rides on shared city bikes.

Accompanying program and news
55

ACCOMPANYING EVENTS ON THE
WEEKEND PROVIDED BY BUILDINGS

14

GUIDED TOURS
FOR CHILDREN

6

ACCOMPANYING EVENTS
PROVIDED BY ORGANIZERS

3

BUILDINGS WITH TOURS
IN CZECH SIGN LANGUAGE

This year, we collaborated with certain artistic groups
whose dance and music performances provided us with
another way of perceiving architecture in a different
context, through all senses. The accompanying program
started in collaboration with members of Vážný
zájem, a group of musicians who like to perform in
unusual places. Together we let music liven up certain
interesting festival spaces. On Tuesday, September 1,
Tomáš Jamník & Václav Vonášek performed in the
cubist Kovařovic Villa and commenced a series of
chamber music performances. Another one took place
in Braasi Factory on September 4, where, after a short
tour guided by architect and founder Eliška Slámová,

1,656
GUIDED
TOURS

7

BUILDINGS WITH TOURS
FOR PEOPLE WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENT

visitors of Open House Prague as well as people from
nearby could listen to a performance by Slavic Trio.
After the last Saturday tour of the functionalist Radost
House, visitors could watch a performance from Sylvia
Schelingerová & Amelia Tokarska in the cafeteria on the
ground floor.
Accompanied live by guitarist Václav Chalupský,
dancer Jitka Čechová of Pulsar, a contemporary
dance ensemble, gave a short solo performance
titled De Profundis in the spiritual space of Prague
Crossroads. The program also included an evening tour
of the Church of St. Anna (whose reconstruction was
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designed by our patroness Eva Jiřičná) guided by Petr
Mráz and took place on Tuesday, September 1.
This year’s theme route titled Buildings coming alive was
stirred up by a debate titled “City Makers – How do empty
houses come alive?”, which took place in Radost House.
Guests of the debate included representatives from the
participating buildings, for example Martin Louda (Radost
House), Matěj Velek (Karlín Barracks, Pražské centrum
association), Michal Tošovský (Prague Marketplace),
Petr Zeman (member of Prague City Assembly and
Prázdné domy (Empty Houses) initiative). The debate
was also attended by Veronika Zapletalová (Hradní potok
association) who represented Veleslavín Chateau, which
was supposed to take part in the festival in May but was
canceled for the festival’s new date. The debate was
hosted by Renáta Hajnová (Open House Prague).
On the occasion of celebrating 125 years of Prague
Marketplace, we organized a special tour guided
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by architect Petr Kučera. The tour took place on
Thursday, September 3, and focused on the history
and further development of the premises.
Many partners from the participating buildings also
prepared various accompanying programs for visitors.
There were tours guided by the very architects
of particular buildings, exhibitions, presentations
related to the history and the future of certain
buildings, concerts, performances, and an art
bazaar. With the exception of the walk guided by
Tomáš Bezouška from Czech Railways who talked
about the beginnings of railways in Prague, guided
tours did not require any registrations in advance. Na
Zábradlí Theater organized a lecture on the theater’s
reconstruction given by architect Marek Tichý from
TaK Architects. As usual, architect Filip Ditrich guided
visitors on their walks around the Evangelic Cemetery
in Strašnice, and he also took charge of guided tours
in Olšany Cemetery. Tours of the Crematorium in

Strašnice were once again guided by Julius Mlčoch,
former director of the Funeral Home of the Capital
City of Prague. Art historian and architect Dalibor
Prix guided a tour in the Institute of Philosophy, the
Institute of Sociology, and the Institute of Art History
of the Czech Academy of Sciences. Other open
buildings that included guided tours organized by
people from the buildings: Karlín Barracks guided by
a representative of the Karlín Barracks; Department of
Garden and Landscape Architecture (FAFNR CULS) –
Pavilion D guided by garden and landscape architect
Lucie Miovská; Little Villa guided by garden architect
Aleš Kroczak; New Town Hall of the Municipal District
of Prague 7 guided by architects from bod architekti
atelier and deputy mayor of Prague 7 Pavel Zelenka;
Municipal House in Ďáblice and Prachnerova Residency
guided by Filip Tittelbach from A.LT Architekti; Štenc
House – main office of Opero business club guided by
architect and interior designer from MAAT architekti
Mária Maninová. Representatives of the association

Prázdné domy guided tours at Orionka Tram Depot.
In New Krenovka, there was an exhibition of artists
Cristo and Eva del Risco K., performances by student
bands The Purplefox Town and Old Folk House and
slam poets such as Anatol Svahilec or Tukan. All
these performances were part of the project Čítárna
Unijazzu, a cultural club that is going to reside in the
building once the reconstruction is done. In the Blue
House, visitors could attend a night of movies and jazz
music, and the program also included a mass.
In almost all of the open buildings, property owners
or employees prepared other enriching accompanying
programs for visitors; these programs consisted of
exhibitions, presentations, projections, concerts,
performances, or discussions.
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Architecture for everyone

Step by step, we are successfully fulfilling our motto
“Architecture for everyone”. We strive to make cityexploring available for all groups of citizens.
PEOPLE WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS
We invited visitors with visual impairments on guided
tours for the first time ever this year. These tours took
place in 7 festival buildings, where people could not only
listen to the commentary but also read more information
about the buildings and their surroundings thanks to
tactile maps, ground plans, and 3D models. That way,
Open House Prague 2020 became a platform for practical
testing of experimental tactile tools (3D models, tactile
plans) that enable people with visual impairments to
explore the city. We organized the tours and provided
necessary materials in collaboration with Gabriela
Drastichová, director of Světluška, a foundation managed
by Český rozhlas, along with other specialists: Radek
Pavlíček (TEIRESIÁS – Center for helping students with
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“Open House Prague is the first Czech festival of
its kind that has opened itself to people with visual
impairments while fully respecting their needs and
putting emphasis on their safety and full experience.
Accessibility is about determination, not about
financially demanding solutions or rebuilding. Andrea
Šenkyříková, director of the festival, has simply
decided to make Open House Prague for everybody,
and she is acting on that decision. That is why people
with hearing impairments and visual impairments can
explore the beauties of Prague’s architecture. I am
glad that Světluška could be there for that.” Gabriela
Drastichová, director of Světluška, a foundation
managed by Český rozhlas (Czech Radio)
special needs), Petr Dušek, and the organization Czech
Blind United. We believe that we have established
a tradition and will continue to collaborate with specialists
and people from the target group.

CHILDREN
In collaboration with our partner Czech Repubrick, we
prepared a lego workroom which was available in Radost
House over the weekend. Here children and their parents
could let their imagination run wild, and together they
built dozens of interesting constructions. The littlest
builders could play with duplo bricks. With a total of
14 special tours for children with worksheets for little
architects that took place in 7 selected buildings,
children learned more about each building and its
architecture in a fun way. Just like last year, our creative
printed city guide for children, Architektoníček, was
also available. This guide helped children observe and
perceive the buildings and the public space around them.
Some of the open buildings prepared their own special
programs for children, for example the Blue House, the
House at The Two Bears, Karlín Barracks, Little Villa –
Museum of Czech Literature, Podkovářská Premises,

and the buildings in the district of Ďáblice (fire station,
observatory, elementary school, and community center).
What was very successful this year were the collector’s
stickers with all the opening buildings. Due to a high
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demand for these stickers each year, we offered them
to visitors-collectors. After visiting a certain building,
visitors could put these stickers in their festival diary.
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY
We provide information on wheelchair accessibility for
visitors with physical disabilities or families with strollers in
our festival guide and on our website.
PEOPLE WITH HEARING IMPAIRMENTS
This year marked the third time that we organized tours
for people with hearing impairments. In collaboration
with Naďa Hynková Dingová from the Institute of
Deaf Studies, Faculty of Arts, Charles University,
we prepared guided tours with Czech sign language
interpretation in three buildings. We also organized
simultaneous transcription of the tours in real time for
those who do not know the sign language. This service
was provided in collaboration with the Czech Union of
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the Deaf and with the company Transkript online which
provides transcriptions done by people with vision loss.
FOREIGN VISITORS AND LONG-TERM PRAGUE
RESIDENTS
Dozens of tours in English for foreign visitors or long-term residents of Prague took place in five buildings:
DISK Theater, Na Zábradlí Theater, House on Sněmovní 7
– cultural and coworking center, Church of St. Anna –
Prague Crossroads, City Mayor’s Residency.

Response from buildings, partners, and visitors
35,650
VISITS

76 %

VISITORS FROM PRAGUE

23.7 %

VISITORS FROM OTHER CZECH REGIONS

… On behalf of deputy minister Ms Tünde Bartha,
I would like to thank you for collaboration and for the
opportunity to take part in this unique festival. We are
glad that despite the situation and stricter hygienic
conditions we could allow for tours in the Liechtenstein
Palace and the Straka Academy to happen. Based on
visitors’ reactions, it was clear that they enjoyed the
tours and the entire festival as well. We appreciate our
long-time collaboration very much, and we are looking
forward to the next OPEN HOUSE PRAGUE.
M. M., Office of the Government of the Czech Republic
… As Thomayer Hospital, we published our own press
release, including photos, and on the day of the
festival, we posted about it on our Facebook page
where we tagged the event. There was also a big news
report from the shelter during Open House Prague
which was broadcast during evening news on TV Prima
on Saturday.
P. S., Thomayer Hospital
… For us it’s a joy to participate at least this way in such
a great project. We all thank you very much, and we
hope that the courage and strength that you had while
managing everything this year, in these strange times,
will stick with you in the next years. All the best.
M. Š., Czech Repubrick, partner of OHP
… Following up on the previous e-mail below (for
which I thank Mrs Šenkyříková very much), I would like
to give my sincere thanks to those of you whom I have
been in contact with. I would like to thank you on behalf
of HubHub, on behalf of myself and for everything
you do. I also have to mention all the volunteers and

0.3 %

VISITORS FROM ABROAD

coordinators whom I met in ARA Palace during the
weekend and whom I spent hours of guiding people
around with. Every minute was worth it.
In one sentence – it was an amazing event, and
everyone involved deserves huge compliments. I’m not
exaggerating when I say that the event has broadened
my horizons and opened my eyes in many ways. It’s not
every day that I get to hear such positive feedback and
meet so many inquiring and smiling people in the office.
Today morning I came to work feeling tired but with
a feeling of fulfillment, that what we have done makes
so much sense. And honestly, a person working in the
private sector doesn’t get to feel like that every day.
To sum it up. Until I work at HubHub, I will be
honored and will do everything to make sure that
we can participate in the festival in the next years
as well – whether with ARA Palace or other possible
localities. And when I leave HubHub one day, I will
gladly participate again – as an Open House volunteer
or in any other way.
V. Ř., HubHub, ARA Palace
… Thank you for the opportunity to participate,
and I hope that despite the long queues we could
contribute to the festival’s success.
M. L., Kovařovic Villa
… Opening the Kovařovic Villa to visitors of Open House
Prague was truly an honor for me. I am rooting for your
entire team of organizers and volunteers; you organize
a beautiful community event that is educational,
architecture-focused, cultural, and adventurous, and
I’m not even listing all the attributes. :) I myself visited
three places yesterday (ČSOB buildings and the
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underground shelter of Thomayer Hospital), and it was
a great experience. You make Prague and the weekend
more interesting. :) Anyway, I wish you all the best for
next year, and I’m looking forward to May and to other
buildings that you will open for us. :)
M. Č., Kovařovic Villa
… Thank you very much for the opportunity to be a part
of the OPEN HOUSE PRAGUE project. I have to say that
it was beautiful and very well done. The volunteers who
worked in our theater were amazing, hard-working, and
they deserve a big thank you. Sincerely,
C. N., Fidlovačka Theater
… On behalf of Opero and Štenc House, thank you for
organizing this event and for the opportunity to be
a part of it. We also thank your entire team of people
whom we were in close contact with. Everything went
down with no problems, and it was a joy to watch
visitors appreciate the architecture that we are so
lucky to work in and move around in. If possible, we
will happily take part next year as well.
E. P., Opero
… Thank you, it was a pleasure collaborating with Open
House Prague. We will gladly join you again next year.
R. V., Faculty of Architecture,
Czech Technical University
… Thanks to this event, one has the opportunity to
see the beautiful and interesting places of Prague.
Volunteers-guides are as big enthusiasts as you are.
 Organizers and volunteers – thank you very much!!!
L. K., visitor of OHP Festival
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… During this year’s Open House Prague, I visited
the underground of Thomayer Hospital. An amazing
experience, mainly thanks to mister administrator and
the lady who guided us around. It’s not every day that
you see such interactivity and such explaining of details
if there’s even the merest comment among us visitors.
Thank you for the experience, and I hope it will happen
again. These people definitely deserve a reward.
Z. Š., visitor of OHP Festival
… Thank you so much for holding Open House! This
is the second time that we’ve attended, and we’re
thrilled once again! Thanks to the commitment of
the volunteers who guide people around, we love
exploring the unknown Prague, and we brought the
positive energy home with us. Thank you for a great
organization of the event! Long live the blue balloons
that welcomed as at the entrance, the amazing tour
guides, and the enlightened organizers!
I. T. visitor of OHP Festival
… I look forward to this every year, and I’m glad that OHP
has taken place. Many events that were supposed to take
place before summer did not happen on new dates either
or were canceled completely. So, you deserve a huge
thank you for managing to do this in September, and you
did it very well. I loved it everywhere; there were a lot of
people somewhere, but elsewhere, there were only a few
people, which made it even more interesting. The only
shame is that there are so many buildings, I always want
to see at least twice as many buildings than I actually
see, there’s just not enough time. But at least there aren’t
so many people at the same time, so I understand :-).
Another great thing this year was that we didn’t have to

book a certain time like we’d had to do in the past. I didn’t
mind waiting, even if for an hour – quite the opposite.
Patience brings roses. At least those who weren’t patient
left… The weather was great, too. I wish you all the best in
your future work and a lot of highly committed volunteers.
J. H., visitor of OHP Festival
… I have the printed guide; it is really well done. I also
bought a t-shirt, and I was pleasantly surprised by
the quality (and I’m very picky). I enjoyed the festival
so much that I filled in the form for volunteers on
Monday, and I’m looking forward to participating
from the other side next time. Such amazing events
deserve all the support, and I’m grateful for everyone
who has come to understand that. :)
L. M., visitor of OHP Festival
… I finally managed to attend the Open House weekend
this year. And I want to thank you all so much! Today
I was accompanied by my parents, too – my 86-year-old
dad bravely managed to climb the stairs in the Desfours
Palace (and the secrets of the palace aroused his
lifelong curiosity). Thank you to our guide Michal for his
amazing commentary and caring attitude.
A. S., visitor of OHP Festival
… I attended the festival on both days, and I would like
to thank you for a great preparation and organization
of the event. You provided many people with unique
experiences. It’s a great event, and “hats off” to all
the volunteers – they were amazing, nice, smiling, and
accommodating. I wish you a lot of success and strength
in the next years.
E. O., visitor of OHP Festival

… There’s nothing left to do but say thank you
and congratulate you on such an exhausting and
successful work of all those who have taken part in
the organization of this festival. Thank you all so much
for what you do for the public for free, for promoting
the historical and modern Prague not only in the
Czech Republic but also around the world. Thank you
for an amazing experience!
B. J., visitor of OHP Festival
… Thanks a lot, it’s getting better and better, and it
brings a lot of joy and lessons!!
J. Z., visitor of OHP Festival
… Awesome. We heard about the event on TV on
Sunday morning while we were staying at a hotel. We
saw a teaser for the House at the Two Bears, so we
went there, and we have no regrets at all. The curator’s
commentary was exceptionally captivating, and the
building was gorgeous.
Taken from the chat
on OHP homepage
… For me, this was the most amazing Open House
Prague I have ever been to. Thank you very much, I
enjoyed the festival a lot.
T. J., visitor of OHP Festival
… I was in the Desfours Palace, and I have to praise
our tour guide Michal. It was really interesting :-)
Another amazing tour was in Nusle Brewery with Jana.
She knows Nusle like the back of her hand, including
the quarter’s history. Thanks.
Visitor of OHP Festival
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… Thank you! We went to 4 buildings over the
weekend, and everywhere we went, the tour guides
were absolutely amazing!!! Full of knowledge, willing to
answer any questions, and nice.
J. Š., visitor of OHP Festival
… Just like in previous years, we visited some buildings
during the weekend of Open House. Thank you for an
excellent organization of the event and for truly erudite
tour guides; it was clear that they approached their
task with great enthusiasm and joy!
J. H., visitor of OHP Festival
… Once again, it was fantastic; this is an event that
I always look forward to, and I know why. The Desfours
Palace was a big discovery for me today, and on top
of that, there was an enthusiastic tour guide who
knew so much and knew how to talk about things in
connection with something else.
Visitor of OHP Festival
… The event was brilliant. The only thing that always
makes me sad is the number of buildings that I don’t get
to see because there’s not enough time. I need Open
House to take place on two weekends, or twice a year .
Taken from the chat on OHP homepage
ONE RESPONSE FROM MAY WHEN THE FESTIVAL WAS
CANCELED
… If it wasn’t for the darn virus, I would’ve been
editing photos from yesterday’s trip to Prague to
attend the festival (I’ve been to all of them so far).
(And I would’ve been listening to my wife asking me
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if it’s worth it for me to always end up lying on the
bed for at least a week afterwards. IT’S WORTH IT.)
About a week ago, I would’ve bought my bus ticket,
I would’ve made a plan as to which buildings I wanted
to see, and I would’ve looked at public transport
routes (first the one that’s the furthest away from
Černý most, so that I would get closer and closer to
the bus station at Černý most with each transfer).
And besides my camera with extra batteries, there
would’ve also been some snacks in my backpack –
so that I wouldn’t waste my time waiting for some
restaurant-type of lunch. An umbrella, too, just to
make sure (and if the festival hadn’t been postponed
to September, I definitely would’ve needed the
umbrella). And some painkillers as well, because my
back (which has been operated in the past) would’ve
definitely started hurting…
I always start looking forward to this event right
after I come back home from it each year (even my
high school reunion after more than half a century
had to “step aside” this time). Because there’s an
opportunity to see what is usually not accessible.
The event is always perfectly organized, and for that
I thank you very much!!
So now I have to wait four more months –
and my only hope is that the event doesn’t get
canceled because of a possible second wave of the
pandemic…
Greetings from Jablonec nad Nisou
M. V., visitor of OHP Festival

Organizing team of Open House Prague 2020
7

MEMBER
ORGANIZING TEAM

104

EXTERNAL COLLABORATORS

The Open House Prague Festival is organized by
a team of 7 members. With a massive support from the
supporting team and dozens of external collaborators,
members of the organizing team meet up in their
free time to work on festival preparations and other
events that take place throughout the year.
Director: Andrea Šenkyříková
Catalogue, PR, and communication: Michaela Pánková
Volunteer program: Klára Veselá
Production team: Tereza Kaucká, Renáta Hajnová
Events: Martina Dvořáková
Fundraising: Dagmar Strnadová

3

CHILDREN BORN IN THE ORGANIZING TEAM

Kateřina Eklová, Leoš Fuksa, Michaela Hráská, Jiří
Jaroš, Daniela Kalinová, Rozálie Kašparová, Kryštof
Kratochvíl, Petr Kučera, Martina Macáková, Silva
Matisová, Michaela Pánková, Nikol Ossendorfová,
Ivana Složilová, Ivana Srnská, Kateřina Straková, Karolina Švecová, Jarmila Řehořková, Jana Olejníková,
Barbora Uhlířová)
Accompanying programs for people with
disabilities: Eliška Mikesková, Adéla Jarošová
Worksheets for little architects: Magdaléna Veselá,
Nina Rutová, Klára Veselá, Magdalena Rutová

PR team: Michaela Hráská, Jarmila Řehořková, Kateřina Straková, Nikol Ossendorfová, Jana Olejníková
Financial management and accounting: Radana Tichavská
Website: Matěj Šenkyřík

Open House Corps (liaison volunteers): Viktoriya
Bairamyan, Markéta Ekrtová, Renáta Hajnová, Lucie
Hamplová, Filip Hégr, Petra Kratochvílová, Vendula
Kučerová, Miriam Kulmová, Vita Liegerová, Romana
Paulíková, Martina Renová, Emilia Rybak, David Suchánek, Tomáš Sysel, Hana Švehlová

Texts and materials for volunteers: Markéta Gossová a kolektiv autorů (Štěpán Bärtl, Klára Brůhová,

Photographer and coordinator of festival photographers:
Tomáš Sysel
Festival photographers: Martin Bělohradský, Šárka
Bieliková, Simona Brabcová, Petr Doležal, Barbora
Doleželová, Kateřina Farfara, Marie Hendrychová,
Lenka Hoffmannová, Anna Hubená, Aneta Jaurisová, Jaroslava Jurutková, Hana Kabešová, Hana
Krejbichová, Martin Kubíče, Anna Leuchterová,
Harbenz Linkimer, Jan Mizler, Eva Mořická, Natalia
Pavlushina, Aneta Podroužková, Adéla Sopuchová,
Martin Soukup, Milan Suška, Kateřina Vodrážková,
Kateřina Voverková, Katarzyna Wróblewska, Jana
Zavoralová, Renata Zemanová
Graphics: Lukáš Franz, Magdalena Rutová

The organizing team in a meeting.

Illustrations: Jan Šrámek
25

Translations: Markéta Gossová, Jana Gallistlová, Michaela Hráská, Nikol Ossendorfová
Corrections of Czech texts: Romana Hrdličková, Miki
Doucha
Corrections of English texts: Mary Hawker
Expert advice provided by: Filip Ditrich, Gabriela
Drastichová, Petr Dušek, Štěpán Klimeš, Jakub
Machaček, Miroslav Orság, Radek Pavlíček,
Radomíra Sedláková, and Petr Zeman.

Photos in the Final report:
Martin Bělohradský, Kristýna Dvořáková, Kateřina
Farfara, Lenka Hoffmannová, Aneta Jaurisová, Hana
Kabešová, Simona Kožuchová, Hana Krejbichová,
Harbenz Linkimer, Jan Mizler, Eva Mořická, Natalia
Pavlushina, Tomáš Princ, Adéla Sopuchová, Andrea
Šenkyříková, Tomáš Sysel, Kateřina Vodrážková,
Dušan Vondra

Liability insurance for volunteers is provided by
HESTIA – Centrum pro dobrovolnictví, z. ú.
Photos in the catalogue: archives of buildings,
Tomáš Balej, Peter Fabo, Jan Faukner, Jan Kasl,
Milan Kuzica, Vladimír Lacena, Vita Liegerová,
Monom, Eva Mořická, Jiří Ryszawy, Tomáš Sysel /
Citellus Photography, Tomáš Princ, Leah Takata,
Dorota Velek, Kateřina Vodrážková

A meeting of liaison volunteers
with the main coordinator of volunteers Klára Veselá (on the right).
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A preparatory meeting of volunteers
with their liaison volunteer.

Volunteers of Open House Prague
300

VOLUNTEERS

5,900

HOURS WORKED BY VOLUNTEERS

1,475,000* CZK
VALUE OF VOLUNTEER HOURS

A thank-you event for volunteers after the festival.

Given this year’s situation related to the coronavirus
pandemic, the festival had to deal with a much higher
fluctuation of volunteers due to people’s fears and
quarantined individuals. However, the volunteer base has
grown so much that, thanks to the smaller number of
buildings and smaller number of visitors, operation in the
buildings was controlled by nearly 300 volunteers. Open
House Corps, the leaders of each team of volunteers,
had to work with the emotions of each volunteer much
more carefully and be capable of motivating people
when they were being constantly informed by the
media about the pandemic getting worse by the day. It

was necessary to ensure the safety of our volunteers
and provide them with instructions and masks.
As always, main coordinator of volunteers Klára Veselá
held a standard training for volunteers regarding
organization and work safety in Karlín Barracks. There
were also dozens of meetings of liaison volunteers with
their teams and dozens of trainings in the participating
buildings. With the festival engaging people with
visual impairments for the first time ever, trainings of
volunteers regarding these specific tours were also
necessary. The trainings were led by Miroslav Orság

* The average value of volunteer hours calculated to 250 CZK per hour includes the work of experts involved in festival preparations as
well as their work during the festival – texts, translation to English, export consulting, law consulting, expert tour guides-architects in the
buildings, photography, and more – and trainings and work of volunteers before and during the festival.
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who provided volunteers with basic information about
the needs of people with visual impairments based
on his own personal and professional experience. We
thank Gabriela Drastichová, director of Světluška,
a foundation managed by Český rozhlas, for arranging
the training. Volunteers could also try out tools that
the blind use for orientation. Thank you to the people
involved for giving us access to the space and for
providing the trainings.

information center, and they did that for the entire
festival week. Given the feedback we get, we know
that the elderly view taking part in the festival as an
exciting way to spend their time. For the first time
this year, some teams of volunteers were led by
Arts Management students from Prague University
of Economics and Business, and tens of university
students of architecture, history, art history, tourism,
and design were also among our volunteers this year.

Our volunteers include professional tour guides,
members of Prague Information Service, as well as
total laymen who like to learn something new. This year,
there were also several children aged 8—15 who helped
their parents volunteer. It was an enriching experience
to see their excitement and ability to navigate and
inform visitors. With the festival having been joined by
the elderly again as well, it was necessary to provide
them with certain facilities (for example with a place
to sit). Some of them were helping us directly in the

For more than half of the volunteers, it was not their
first time helping us. The fact that they come back,
their loyalty, and unflagging excitement is a sign for
us that we create a strong volunteer community that
shares the same experiences and love for architecture
despite the big differences in age and professions. Our
volunteers are a proof that architecture is for everyone.
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Throughout the year, we organize tours of buildings
especially for volunteers, and we also manage to

open some spaces that the public does not get to
see during the festival. We also organize a festival
afterparty as a thank you to our volunteers where we
get a lot of feedback related to their experience.
Thank you to BAGETERIE BOULEVARD for our fiveyear-long partnership that allows us to provide
refreshments for volunteers with various specific
diets. It is of great help to us.
A big thank you to all the volunteers, building
owners and employees, architects and other tour
guiding experts! We have all provided festival
attendees with many unconventional experiences!
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Response from volunteers

Hi Klárka,
as I’m thinking about it, it’s you whom I’d like to thank
first and foremost, because you are the person that
volunteers meet first. It’s you who encourages them
during trainings, and it’s you who gives them volunteer
things and makes the contract. During our last meeting
in the office, I couldn’t understand how you could be so
friendly while taking care of your little one and not give
out any signs of being nervous – on the contrary, you
were beaming with positive energy.
Next, I would like to praise Martina R., leader of our
Green Team. She was definitely the best leader I’ve
met in the past 4 years. She is so nice and friendly; she
was always fully available, and you could rely on her
100 percent. Considering this was her first experience
with Open House Prague, she managed to deal with
all unexpected changes incredibly (and there weren’t
exactly few of them).
… When I signed up for Open House four years ago
at the age of 17, I thought that I wouldn’t be able to
make it through those two days, and on my way to the
building on that Saturday, I wanted to turn around and
go home. But I’m glad that I didn’t do that back then,
because I enjoy this more and more each year, and
this year has left really deep and beautiful memories,
despite having been the same as in the three years
before, only on a slightly different date.
Patrik

her commentary was rewarded by a round of applause
from everybody, including a group of French visitors!
People weren’t ready for the commentary, but they
appreciated it very much. I was more of a coordinator…
I went to Quadrio at 11 a.m. to see a tour for children…
Looking forward to tomorrow.
Šárka
… It was a very interesting experience, and I’m very
glad that I made it through. Thank you for an amazing
and pleasant collaboration.
Jana
… As an “ordinary” volunteer, thank you for your
selfless commitment and for a perfect organization
of the festival. I’m looking forward to next years.
Greetings from my way back home to Plzeň.
Martin

… Hats off to the entire organizing team. Me and V. T.
went to Forum. It was amazing! We turned a non-guided
tour into a GUIDED one!!!
When I saw how V. had prepared, we divided tasks
between us. Starting at 10. a.m., V. never stopped, and
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… Thank you and everybody else on the team for
another amazing, unforgettable weekend!
Irena
… Thank you for supporting architecture and for spreading
the (originally English) idea of opening well-known as well
as unknown Prague buildings for the public. I wish you lots
of energy and inspiration for festival preparations in these
uneasy times.
Lukáš

… I am so thankful to you for this opportunity, for
trusting me, and simply for everything!
I hope everything went great. After a long time,
this was the first thing that I really enjoyed doing,
I met a lot of great people, and I also got to explore
the old district of Ďáblice ;-)
I enjoyed the festival a lot, and I hope that I will
be able to help in the next years as well. I’m looking
forward to meeting you again.
Petra

… Thank you all for the opportunity to spend a beautiful
day in such a good company. And I hope it wasn’t the last
time. :-) Sending my sincere greetings and wishing you
a lot of luck in the next years.
Tereza

… I was helping at the Czech University of Life
Sciences on Sunday, and it was a great experience
for me. Although I didn’t manage to visit any buildings,
I met a group of amazing students, I changed my
opinion on the entire university, and I liked the
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campus and the atmosphere as a whole. What
I really like reminiscing about and what I talk about
everywhere, though, is the commitment and true joy
of the students I was assigned to work with. There
were two girls named Andrea, and they were both
absolutely amazing, as well as the others. I could
tell that these kids really like their school, and that
they study what they study because they like it, not
because they weren’t admitted anywhere else.
I’m thrilled, and I’m going to do this again next year.
My first experience was great.
Niké
… As always, I want to give a huge thank you to all of
you; once again, you organized it perfectly.
And special thanks to you, Klára. Hats off, because
the way you managed to do this (being pregnant, then

giving birth, having a baby and all that goes with it),
I just can’t imagine, but you did it!!!!! You’re amazing!!!!!!!
Me and Zdenka were on the roof of Metro
Palace, and it was very nice. The weather was great,
and people were thrilled about the view and the
opportunity that they had there. So, they were taking
pictures and admiring the place, and they also talked
to us, and we all felt good; most of them wanted to
just take pictures and enjoy the beautiful views. If
anyone wanted to know something, they asked, and
when we started talking, other people who were in
such a rush before often joined in and listened, too. So,
that was nice…
Thanks a lot – it was a great experience for us, too.
Our colleagues were nice, and our boss Miriam was
great – nice, easy-going, accommodating… We were
simply lucky once again! Thanks to her help, me and
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Zdena were able to pop out for a bit to take a tour at
Image Theater, and it was very interesting…
Helena
… Thank you for the opportunity to be a volunteer –
a very positive experience! You have definitely found
a new permanent volunteer for next years.
Eva
… I would like to share my Open House Prague 2020
experience with you.
In the past years, I always thought about attending,
but something always came up – this time, I said
“enough”, and I didn’t come as a visitor but already as
a volunteer. And I don’t regret it.
I would like to thank you for how the amazing way
that Open House works; Martina R. was my coordinator
for Prague 7, and she was great. I chose a different
building for each day – Steam Mills (Etnetera) for
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Saturday and Prague Marketplace for Sunday. On
both days, I tried to tell visitors about the history
and the present of both of these places, and it has
enriched me as well. People were very nice and very
interested in the buildings. My colleagues-volunteers
were very nice as well; it’s beautiful to see that even
today people can do something for others in their
free time and do it for free. I hope that there won’t be
any obstructions next year and we’ll be able to look
forward to the next Open House Prague.
Miluše
… Thank you very much for the entire event, it was great,
and I definitely expect us to collaborate again next year
:) I’m grateful that these programs even exist; I’m very
interested in architecture, and I was very inspired by
these buildings that are usually not accessible (same
goes for photography, too). Thank you very much!
Martin

Open House Prague 2020 in the media
220+

MEDIA APPEARANCES

45 %

NEWS REPORTS

51 %
ONLINE

18 %

SPECIALIZED MEDIA

42 %

PRINT MEDIA

We strive for appearing in the media via publishing
press releases that include news about the program,
topic-related articles on architecture, photos and
video reports from the buildings, and other media
references with links to the festival, for example in the
form of recommendations in the cultural section. This
year we accepted the offer given to us by Congress
Center Prague which invited selected journalists for
a special tour of the building on August 26, 2020.
The festival appeared in nationwide media and
their regional versions as well as in local journals
published by individual city districts.
People could find an invitation to the festival
virtually in every city journals and newspapers, for
example in Hobulet, Tučňák, Šestka, Ďáblický zpravodaj,
Noviny Prahy 2, Listy Praha, Devítka, and others.

11 %

18 %

CULTURE

LIFESTYLE

3%
TV

8%

MISCELLANEOUS

4%
RADIO

Open House is first and foremost a cultural event, which
is why information on the festival are published in media
that focus on culture, such as CityBee, Noviny a novinky,
Proti šedi, Kudy z nudy, Atlas Česka, Informuji, Pražský
kulturní přehled, Místní kultura, and others.
Most of the media appearances are in news reports.
The festival is mentioned by public media such as
Český rozhlas (Czech Radio) and Česká televize (Czech
Television). News reports from the Kovařovic Villa and
Congress Center Prague were broadcast as part of
the program Události České televize on September 5,
2020. Another news report, this time from Thomayer
Hospital, was broadcast on TV Prima in prime time on
Saturday. The festival is usually also mentioned in daily
newspapers such as Metro, Lidové noviny, MF Dnes,

As for specialized media, recommendations and
articles related to the festival appeared in magazines
such as Pro památky, ERA21, Intro, Materiály pro stavbu,
Stavitel, Tvar, and online on Czech-design, ASB portal,
Archiweb, Stavbaweb, TZB-info, Estav, Archizoom, and
others. How people with visual impairments perceive
architecture and the public space was the main topic of
one episode of a podcast called Potmě (“In the Dark”)
which was hosted by our volunteer Jiří Jaroš.
The festival was also mentioned in lifestyle media;
it was advertised in magazines such as City Life, Doma
Dnes, Ona Dnes, Reflex, and online on Luxury Prague
Life, House Media Group, Maminka, and others.
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Právo, Pražský deník, and online on Aktuálně.cz, Seznam
zprávy, Novinky, Blesk, ČT24, and in some weekly
newspapers. In total, there were more than 220 media
appearances.
A selection from the media (with original titles, media
names, and programs):
Festival Open House Praha, Česká televize – Události,
September 5, 2020 (TV report)
Open House Praha, Česká televize – Události,
September 5, 2020 (TV report)
Podzemní kryt krčské nemocnice, Prima prime time
news, September 5, 2020 (TV report)
Mezi barokem, secesí a minimalismem. Festival Open
House přitáhl pozornost k architektuře Prahy, ČT24.
cz, September 8, 2020 (online report with photos)
Festival Open House Praha otevírá přes 70 budov
včetně Kongresového centra, CNN Prima News,
September 4, 2020 (online article)
Začíná festival Open House Praha 2020. Kvůli koronaviru bude akce komornější, Lidovky, September 1,
2020 (online article)
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Festival Open House Praha začíná doprovodným
programem, Seznam zprávy, September 1, 2020
(online article)
Zakladatelka festivalu Open House Praha Andrea Šenkyříková: Máme vyhlédnuto na sedm set budov,
Právo, September 2, 2020 (interview published in
print and online)
Open House Praha zpřístupní i moderní IT kanceláře,
Novinky.cz, September 3, 2020 (online article and
video report)
Kryt v „Thomayerce“ i starý pivovar. Interiéry
domů, které berou dech i budí lítost, Aktuálně.
cz, September 4, 2020 (online photogallery with
recommendations)
Šestý ročník festivalu Open House Praha nabízí 73 běžně nepřístupných budov a prostor k nahlédnutí.
Těšit se můžete i na pestrý doprovodný program,
Český rozhlas Vltava – Mozaika, September 1, 2020
(radio report)
Take a rare peek inside over 70 buildings this
weekend at the Open House Prague festival,
Expats.cz, August 31, 2020 (online article)

Festival campaign
5,000+

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBERS

2,700+

FANS ON INSTAGRAM

12,500+

PEOPLE ON FACEBOOK EVENT

10,000+

UNIQUE WEBSITE USERS ON SEPTEMBER 5, 2020

OUTDOOR CAMPAIGN
The main visual motif of the sixth Open House Prague
was a drawing of one of the newly participating
buildings, Congress Center Prague, made by illustrator
Jan Šrámek. An accompanying motif in the form of an
illustration of the Kovařovic Villa appeared on t-shirts
for volunteers and on postcards. Graphic designer
Lukáš Franz, our long-time collaborator, was in charge
of the graphic design again.
This time, the outdoor promotion was based on
placing 110 pieces of posters sized 49x49 cm in
the distribution network of the company Railreklam.
60 posters were put into suburban trains 1 month
before the event, and 50 posters were placed into
frames on subway lines A and B two weeks before
the event. Another part of the campaign was the

10,000+

FANS ON FACEBOOK

15

MEDIA PARTNERS

distribution of A2-format posters in the open buildings.
Our partners from the buildings promoted the festival
using graphic materials that we provided them with.
Considering that the festival had to take place in
September, we did not print any posters for volunteer
recruitment campaign (due to the restricted operation
of schools and businesses). The recruitment campaign
took place mostly online on social media and within
the current community of volunteers, which has about
1,100 members.
As always, visitors of the festival could use our
festival guide to navigate their way through the
extensive program. Available digitally (pdf) and in print,
the guide went on sale about two weeks before the
event via our new online shop. Starting September
1, the guide was also available for purchase in our
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information center in Radost House and in selected
buildings during the festival weekend. With detailed
information about the open buildings, maps of
all areas, practical information, information about
the accompanying program, and an interesting
interview with founder of Open House London
Victoria Thornton, the guide also included a special
supplement in English which was intended especially
for foreigners who live in Prague, because they are
always among the visitors as well. What is more, the
guide serves as a valuable advertising space for our
partners. Printing of the guide was provided by AF
BKK printing company, and the publication of the
guide was met with a very positive response.
To make navigation easier, each building was marked
with a PVC banner and balloons. In collaboration
with aiomica, a special A2-format poster with safety
instructions asking visitors to be considerate and to

respect safety measures was hung at the entrance of
each building.
Since the festival took place on a different date this
year, the costs of festival preparations were higher
than usual, and considering also that there is free entry
to all buildings, fans could buy souvenirs – t-shirts
and posters with the Kovařic Villa. Souvenirs from the
previous years were also available for purchase. Visitors
could also buy commemorative stickers with all festival
buildings and put them in a special festival diary; the
sale of the stickers was very successful.
ONLINE CAMPAIGN
Social media are an essential communication platform
for us. During the festival, we gained our 10,000th
fan on our Facebook page. Our Facebook event
“Open House Praha 2020” reached 99,000 people,
and 12,500 people showed
active interest in the
event. In the period from
the beginning of 2020 to
the end of the festival,
the number of fans Open
House Prague on Facebook
increased by 1,200.
Over the last two years,
we have noticed that
our fanbase has been
relocating to Instagram,
where we have 2,700 fans
(as of September 2020),
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66 % more than last year. We have also noticed that
the biggest interactions happen in the form of sharing
photos with the hashtag #openhousepraha, especially
on Stories. With this in mind, we have focused on this
interactive platform as well. The average number of
likes of each post is 100, and the average number
of people reached by our posts is 1,600.
For many participating volunteers, Open House
Prague can serve as an interesting reference that
they can include in their CV, which is why we have
also been more active on LinkedIn.
Our website openhousepraha.cz usually records the
highest number of visits one month before the event
when we publish the main program with the list of
open buildings. One month before the festival, the
website reached 39,302 unique users and 354,685
pageviews. We usually record the highest number of
visits during the festival on Saturday; this year, the
website was viewed by more than 10,000 unique
users on that day. Having been forced to take a break
during the quarantine in spring, we used the extra
time to redesign our website.

MEDIA PARTNERSHIPS
Media support was provided by Mall.tv online television,
Český rozhlas DAB Praha radio, Luxury Prague Life
lifestyle magazine, TV Architect and TV Bydlení –
international online televisions, Archiweb – an online
portal into the world of modern architecture, online
portals ESTAV, CZECHDESIGN, House Media Group, Kam
po česku, and Pro památky; magazines ERA21, Intro,
UNI; and last but not least, Prague City Tourism. The
form of media support varied from video reports and
radio spots to banners, articles, and interviews published
on websites and social media. The total in-kind value of
these media partnerships was more than 500,000 CZK.
The main media partner was Mall.tv, an online television
that created a special landing page advertising the

We also used Google Ads to help us increase the
searchability of openhousepraha.cz. After the festival,
there was a donation campaign on Darujme.cz.
Newsletter is another important promotional tool;
with more than 5,000 subscribers, it is directed
especially at long-time fans and supporters of the
festival. An English version of the newsletter, directed
especially at expats, was also sent out.
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festival in early August. The page included a selection
of video reports from the series Překvapivé stavby
(“Surprising Buildings”) using episodes that were related
to this year’s Open House Prague. Architect and host of
the aforementioned series Adam Gebrian also shot two
video reports advertising the festival – one about Radost
House, the other as an invitation to the festival. On top
of that, mutual support was exchanged on social media
and via newsletters. Although we had planned a larger
extent of the collaboration, it could not be fully carried
out due to the pandemic.
We could also be heard on the radio thanks to Český
rozhlas DAB Praha. From August 21 to August 31,
2020, the radio broadcast 19 festival-related spots
in total. Thanks to our media partnerships, we could
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boost our online campaign; for example, by using
interactive banners (Mall.tv, Luxury Prague Life,
Archiweb, Pro památky). The banner campaign on Mall.
tv was accompanied by a short promotional video.
The average number of views of all these advertising
formats on Mall.tv was 200,000.
As for print, we combined the classic space advertisements
with classified advertisements and PR articles (Intro,
ERA21, UNI, Pro památky, Pražský kulturní přehled).
Last but not least, thanks to our partnership with
Prague City Tourism, we were able to promote the
festival through Czech-English LED screen slides in the
information center on Rytířská Street, Prague 1 for
two weeks before the start of the festival.

Inﬂuence of the festival

Not only has the Open House Prague festival become
an important cultural event over the last six years, but
it is also significantly influential in terms of education,
art, and integration, and it has influence on the
society and local communities.

•

•
•

Open House Prague opens the city for everyone with
no exceptions and with free entry to all buildings. To
make the festival truly available to everyone, we do the
following:
• We organize special tours for people with visual
impairments providing tactile plans of the
buildings and their surroundings, ground plans,
and 3D models.
• We interpret guided tours into Czech sign language.
• We provide simultaneous transcription of
guided tours in real time; the transcriptions are
done by deaf people who lost their ability to
hear e.g. later in life and are not familiar with
sign language.
• We inform about wheelchair accessibility in every
building in the guide and on our website.
• We provide special guided tours for children with
worksheets for little architects.
• We let city districts participate by opening
buildings in their area and by engaging local
communities.

•

•

•

It connects volunteers across different generations and professions (our oldest volunteer is
82 years old).
It creates new long-term relationships and
friendships.
It provides volunteers and people from the
buildings with experiences with all groups of
citizens including people with disabilities.
It gives people from the open buildings
an opportunity to meet and talk to local
communities.
It stimulates people who live on the periphery
of the city and makes them want to participate
in our volunteer program in their place of
residence and show it to visitors (socialization of
communities).
Thanks to the involvement of artists who
perform music and dance in some of the
buildings, we can perceive architecture in
a different context, through all senses.

What makes OHP more than just a festival:
• Thanks to free entry, the festival allows all groups
of citizens to explore the city.
• It fosters a volunteer culture.
• It connects volunteers with specialists, people
from the open buildings, and local communities.
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Economic impact of the festival
from September 1 to September 6, 2020
Visitors’ expenses caused the turnover (production)
of the Czech economy to increase by 6,803,518 CZK
and the GDP value to increase by 2,095,491 CZK.
In connection with their visit to Open House Prague,
visitors spent 5,453,874 CZK on services and goods
in restaurants, shops, on travelling etc. 980,448 CZK
was paid to the state in value added taxes and other
indirect taxes; therefore, the net value of visitors’
expenses is 4,473,426 CZK.
Profits of businesses and companies that provide
visitors with goods and services have increased by
774,817 CZK. Employees of all supplier companies
earned 933,205 CZK in the form of salaries and
legally required insurance. Visitors’ expenses have
created 4.4 full-time jobs.
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Partners
We thank all our partners for their financial support, trust, and collaboration.

We look forward to seeing you
and collaborating again during the seventh
10—16, 2021.
Open House Prague, May 10

Open House Praha, z. ú.
Bubenečská 25, 160 00 Praha 6
Company registration number: 03034992
Bank account number: 2600626911/2010
produkce@openhousepraha.cz
openhousepraha.cz
#openhousepraha #ohp #ohp2020
OpenHousePraha

